 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tour of South Northumberland
 
 

Tour the stunning and varied landscape of Southern Northumberland on a bike

The South of Northumberland Cycle tour is a beautiful and varied circular tour that takes in the open moorland south of the River Tyne, before heading north over Hadrians Wall to Kielder Reservoir & Forest, The Northumberland National Park and then into the more populated areas around Morpeth.

We finish the ride along the Tyne Valley coming back via Corbridge

HOLIDAY DETAILS: 
Total distance: 197 miles / 317 kms, predominantly on quiet roads. 
Total elevation gain – 10630ft / 3240m 

TRIP GRADING:
Technicial Difficulty – Moderate - Combination of cycle paths, tracks and tarmacked minor public roads
Fitness Level Required – Good - Involves several climbs each day, rides of up to 50 miles/day 

This route is suitable for experienced regular riders, you may often need to “dig deep” to overcome the challenge, may need to get off and push on some of the bigger climbs.  Great sense of achievement when you finish the ride

As with any ride, the grading depends on how many days you are riding over and also the type of bike you are riding, ebikes obviously make the ride a lot more manageable

WHAT’S INCLUDED: 
· Good quality, ensuite B&B accommodation (2 person/room basis) - Luxury and single room option available (surcharge) 
· Luggage transfer each day (one bag/person) up to 17kg 
· Maps, detailed route notes, gpx files 
· Emergency recovery (if required) 
· Certificate of completion 
· Transfers (charges may apply) 
· Cycle hire & ebike hire available (surcharge) 
 
 

Itinerary – Please note that these are generic trip note and your actual itinerary and overnight locations may differ from those mentioned below 
	Section 0:  Arrive Hexham 

The historic market town of Hexham sits on the River Tyne.  If  you arrive early enough then take some time to visit Hexham Abbey, which dates back to the C12th 

	 
	  Dinner – The Beaumont Hotel, Hexham




	Section 1:  Hexham to Allendale

Leave Hexham heading south on the B6306 for 2 miles until you turn off for Dipton Wood, follow minor roads to Slaley Hall and Blanchland (14 miles).  This is a good coffee stop (White Monk Tearoom, or Lord Crewe Arms)

Ride through Blanchland to Bay Bridge and join the NCN Route 7 at Townfield Farm, stay on the NCN 7 towards Rookhope.  Turn right just outside Rookhope and follow the valley up a long hill into Allenheads.  This is another good coffee stop (The Hemmel Café).

Leave the NCN 7 at Allenheads and head on the B6295 to Sinderhope and Allendale Town.


	Total distance: 33 miles / 53 kms
Ascent: 3800ft / 1160 m
	Lunch – The White Monk, Blanchland
Dinner – Kings Head, Allendale


 

	Section 2: Allendale to Bellingham  
 
Cross the River East Allen at Allendale and head out west to Whitfield (The Elks Head), join the A686 for a very short section, turn right from The Elks Head and then first left signposted for Haltwhistle.  Stay on the route to Haltwhistle.  Good coffee stop (The Snack Bar Café, or Manor House Hotel)
Ride through the town heading east, following the NCN 68 and NCN72 cycle routes, under the A69 road and along the River South Tyne to Bardon Mill. 
Stay on the NCN72 and NCN68 here, cross the A69 and follow the route up hill towards Vindolanda.  Do not follow the NCN72 to Vindolanda, instead stay on the NCN 68 to Once Brewed (good café at the Sill Visitor Centre)
Cross the road and head up to Steel Rigg, you will see a very good section of Hadrians Wall here.
You are now going to stay on the NCN 68 all the way to Bellingham, through the Wark Forest track and over the bridge into Bellingham

	Total distance:  41 miles/ 66 kms
Ascent: 2750 ft / 838 m
	Lunch – The Sill Visitor Centre, Once Brewed, or The Once Brewed Inn
Dinner – The Cheviot Hotel, Bellingham


 

	Section 3: Optional Loop ride around Kielder Reservoir from Bellingham
This loop ride around Kielder Water is a stunning ride and very simple to navigate.

Ride up the south side of The North Tyne River, past Stannerburn to Yarrowmoor where you get to the Dam at the bottom of Kielder Water.

There is a waymarked cycle route all the way around the reservoir that brings you back out on the opposite bank of the dam.  Pick up the return route on the NCN 10 which takes you back to Bellingham along the north side of the river

TAKE PROVISIONS WITH YOU, AS SOME CAFES CAN BE CLOSED MIDWEEK

	Total distance:  40 miles / 64 kms 
Ascent: 2060 ft / 629 m 
	Lunch – The Forest Bar & Kitchen, Kielder Water, the Blackcock Inn, Falstone
Dinner – The Cheviot Hotel, Bellingham


 	 

	Section 4: Bellingham to Morpeth  
Leave Bellingham on the NCN 68 and follow this waymarked route through West Woodburn, Elsdon (coffee at the Bird in Bush Pub) and up over the moors to Swindon.  The NCN 68 turns north here, however you need to stay on the road and follow the valley of the River Coquet to Rothbury.

Leave Rothbury, heading south on the B6342, up and down a couple of steep hills all the way to Rothley Lake (on your right)  Follow the signs to Wallington Hall (NT) Historic House.  Just before the humped back bridge, turn left and follow the road through Middleton to Hartburn where you join the B6343, stay on this minor road all the way to Morpeth.


	Total distance: 48 miles/ 77 kms 
Ascent – 2480 ft / 758 m 
	Lunch – The Vale Café, Rothbury
Dinner – Pleased to Meet You, Morpeth


 

	Section 5: Morpeth to Hexham  
Leave Morpeth on the B1337 and turn off at the Golf Club for B6524, stay on this road through Walton to Belsay.  Belsay Castle (EH) is worth a visit if you have the time.

From Belsay join the B6309 to Little Bavington, you will pick up the NCN 10 route here for a short distance until you get to Matfen, leave the NCN10 here and head south, past “Go Ape” to join the B6318, you are now on the actual route of Hadrians Wall, the big ditch before the road is “the Vallum” and was the first line of defence before the Wall itself

Cross the road here and join the B6321 into Corbridge (great coffee and cakes at Grants Bakery in the square)

From Corbridge, pick up the NCN 72 (west bound) and leave the village, passing the Roman Settlement (EH) on the way, follow the NCN 72 all the way in to Hexham 

	Total distance: 35 miles/ 56 kms 
Ascent – 1540 ft / 470 m 
	Lunch – Matfen Village Hall & Coffee Shop, Matfen
Dinner – The Beaumont Hotel, Hexham


 Pick up at the end of your ride 
 
If you are being picked up or met at the end then please call 07790596782 or 01665713448. 
Our normal pick up time is between 3 – 4pm, if you would like to be picked up earlier then please let us know prior to the start of your trip and we will try and accommodate this for you.
 
Bikes 
If not riding your own bike, we can provide you with a suitable bike or ebike for the ride.
The bike will come in a frame size that suits your height.     
Medical 
If you have any medical conditions that you deem we should be aware of, then please inform us of these prior to arriving on the trip along with any information we may require for emergencies.   
If you are in any doubt about your medical conditions, level of fitness or other medical worries, then please speak to your home doctor for their advice and if necessary approval for you to partake on this trip.  We can provide them with further information if required.   
WE WANT YOU TO ENJOY THIS HOLIDAY AND NOT END UP SUFFERING BECAUSE OF IT. 
A sore posterior after a day in the saddle is not a medical condition, it’s a forgone fact!!  
What’s not included 
Any parking facilities or any parking charges for vehicles 

Any charges for travelling with your own bikes, ie: taxi fares

Any relevant entrance fees to visitor sights on the route, other than those specified in your package

Any costs associated with bringing your own bike, including maintenance, transport, repair and the supply of replacement parts on the bike other than those specified in your package

Personal travel insurance (activity related)  	 

Remember – This is your holiday, take your time and enjoy it.
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